I am sure you have all heard that the Medical School is on good financial grounds as are we, albeit the statemandated 5% budget cut is making us look very closely at our expenditures. Nevertheless, I think we are doing well, and our faculty recruitment plans are going forward. Having said that, I wish all a safe, productive and fun summer. regino This month officially marks the beginning of hurricane season. While we always hope for the best, it is necessary to prepare for possibility that a storm will come our way. If you are not sure what this means in terms of your work space, please be sure to contact Lisa Pipper or Margie Wronski, who will tell you who is the "emergency preparedness" faculty member for your area. If you are new to the area and not sure what kind of preparations are recommended for your personal dwelling, either Lisa or Margie can tell you where you can get good, reliable information. Typically these involve having a plan that you and your loved ones have prepared. Some items include making sure you know where your critical papers are, what you will do with pets, how to prepare your house, how to make sure your car is operational, having medicines and some cash on hand (when the electricity goes, credit/debit cards are not accepted), and a host of other items to have on hand. Some things are intuitive, such as flashlights and candles (they do not need batteries), bug repellent, and remembering that bathtubs can be useful reservoirs of water. In any case, now is the time to make plans and certain decisions, not at the last minute.
On a cheerier note, one of our students, Diana Ferrari, was awarded the prestigious Fischer Award, conferred on the basis of a paper published describing work done as part of her dissertation. She was informed of the award during the same week as her wedding in Peru. I guess the award will be a welcome wedding present. After her honeymoon, Diana will return to her postdoctoral position in Marseilles, in the South of France. And as aside, and while we hear about the glamour of the South of France, they also have bad storms and forest fires. Recently, they had a storm with almost 100 mph winds. We are not alone in our battle with the elements.
On June 5 th , commencement for the Medical School took place, the commencement talk by the Surgeon General of the United States was inspiring. . This will be a busy summer for many, with several of our faculty moving back to renovated facilities, new spaces, or out of the way for renovations that have been planned for more than a year. Christof Straub, a third year graduate student in Dr. Kurosky's laboratory, will attend the 4th International HMGB1 Symposium in Helsinki, Finland from June 20-23, 2010. The title of this year's symposium is "Signals of Tissue Damage". Christof's abstract, titled "HMGB1 in murine allergic airway inflammation", was selected for an oral presentation on Tuesday, June 22. The symposium will take place at Helsinki University and will focus on HMGB1 functions, receptors, and its role in inflammation.
Cecile Bussetta, Post doc in Dr. Choi's lab, attended the 9th international symposium on positivestrand RNA viruses (May 17-21, 2010) in Atlanta, Georgia where she presented a poster titled "Structural study of the interaction between the methyltransferase and the polymerase domains of Dengue virus NS5."
Keerthi Gottipati also attended 9th international symposium on positive-strand RNA viruses in Atlanta, GA, and presented a poster on "Structural and functional characterization of the N-terminal protease of classical swine fever virus"
Rakesh Mishra, Postdoctoral fellow in S.K.Srivastva's lab received a travel grant for the 28th Annual Aspen Allergy Conference. The conference dates are Tuesday, July 27 through Saturday, July 31, 2010.
